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Amendments to tbe Claims 

Claims 1-6. (canceled) 

Claim 7. (previously presented): A step-in ski binding according to claim 1 0 wherem the 
shaped projecting ends of the retention bolts have one of a chamfer, a rounding and an incline 
formed above their axes* 

Claim 8-9, (canceled) 

Claim 10. (previously presented): A step-in ski binding for cross-country skis and touting skis 
having a longitudinal axis comprising: 

(a) a base plate having a long axis for mounting on a ski coincident with the longitudinal axis 
fliereof; 

(b) a housing that projects vertically upward from said base plate; 

(c) said housing being narrower transversely than said base plate thereby defining lateral spaces 
extending from the edges of the base plate to the housing; 

(d) two pressure-spring-loaded retention bolts, each having a cratral axis, mounted in the housing 
and, in repose, extending substantially transversely to the long axis of the step-in binding and 
having shaped ends projecting out of said housing on opposite sides thereof toward the edges of 
said base plate; 

(e) the shaped projecting ends of said pressure spring-loaded retention bolts adapted to engage in 
openings formed in legs of an open bottom, inverted U-shapcd portion of a ski boot to thereby 
lock the retention bolts in the ski boot openings; and 

(f) a releasing mechanism including a sUde mounted on said base plate for relative movement 
thereto coacting with the retention bolts to force them into the housing removed from the 
openings of the ski boot so that the ski boot can be lifted vertically upwardly off the housing and 
freed from the ski bindings 

wherein coupling members couple the retention bolts with the slide such that actuation of the 
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slide moves the slide relative to the base plate forcing the retention bolts into the housing via the 
coiqjling members to release a ski boot from the ski binding* 
wherein the coupling members are pins that engage with the sUde, and 
wherein the slide defines guides in which the pins are received and guided. 

Claim 1 1. (currently amended): A step-in ski binding for cross-countrv skis and touring skis 
having a longitudinal axis comprising : 

(a) a base plate having a lone axis for mounting on a ski coincident with the longitudinal axis 
thereof: 

fb^ a housing that projects vertically upward from said base plate: 

f c) said housing being narrower transverselv than said base olate therebv defining lateral spaces 
extending from the edges of the base plate to the .housing: 

(dy two pressure-spring-loadcd retention bolts, each having a central axis, mounted in the housing 
and, in repose, extending substantially transverselv to the long axis of the step-in binding and 
having shaped ends projecting out of said housing on opposite sides thereof t oward th e edges of 
said baseplate: 

f e) the shaped projecting ends of said pressure spring-loaded retention bolts a dapted to engage in 
openings formed in legs of an ooen bottom, inverted U-shaped portion of a ski boot to therebv 
lock the retention_b_olts in the ski boot openings: and 

(f) a releasing mechanism inclu ding a slide mounted on said base plate for relative movement 
thereto coactina with the retention bolts to force them into the bousing removed from the 
openings of the ski boot so that the ski boot c an be Med verticallv upwardly off the housing and 

freed frptn thg ski binding, 

wherein coupling members couple the retenti on bolts with the sUdc such that achiation of the 
slide moves the sli de relative to the base plate forcing the retention bolts into the housing via the 
coupling members to release a ski boot from the ski binding, 

A '- slci binding aooordingto claim 10^ wherein the coupling members are shaped parts that engage 
correspondingly shaped guides in the slide. • 
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Claim 1 2. (previously presented): A ski binding according to claim 1 0, wherein a member 
defining an inclined surface is mounted on the base plate; and an obliquely upwardly projecting 
lever, having a hollow for inserting a ski pole thwein for actuation, is moimted to the slide, via a 
hiDge; said lever coacting with said member defining an inclined surface for moving the slide 
relative to the base plate. 

Claim 13. (currently amended): A ski binding according to claim ii [[10]], wherein the ski 
binding has a seal formed by a peripheral rib defined by the base plate received in a 
corresponding groove defined by the housing. 

Claim 14-15. (canceled) 

Claim 16. (previously presented): A combination according to claim 19 wherein the shaped 
projecting ends of the retention bolts have one of a chamfer, a rounding and an incline fonncd 
above their axes. 

Claim 17-18. (canceled) 

Claim 19. (previously presented): A combination comprising: 

(a) a ski having a longitudinal axis; and 

(b) a step-in ski binding including 

(i) a base plate having a long axis mounted on the ski coincident with the longitudinal 
axis thereof; 

(ii) a housing that projects vertically upward from said base plate; 

(iii) said housing being narrower transversely than said base plate thereby defining 
lateral spaces extending fi*om the edges of the base plate to the housing; 

(iv) two pressure spring-loaded retention bolts> each having a central axis, mounted in the 
housing and, in repose, extending substantially transversely to the long axis of the step-in binding 
and having shaped ends projecting out of said bousing on opposite sides thereof toward the edges 
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of said base plate; 

(v) the shaped projecting ends of said pressure spring-loaded retention bolts ad^ted to 
engage in openings formed in legs of an open bottom, inverted U-shaped portion of a ski boot to 
thereby lock the retention bolts in the ski boot openings; and 

(vi) a releasing mechanism including a slide mounted for relative movement with respect 
to the base plate coacting with the retention bolts to force them into the housing removed from 
the openings of the ski boot so that the ski boot can be lifted vertically upwardly off the housing 
and freed from the ski bindiris, 

wherein coupling members couple the retention bolts with the slide such that actuation of the 
slide moves the slide relative to the base plate forcing the retention bolts into the housing via the 
coupling members to release a ski boot from the ski binding, 
wherein the coupling members are pins that engage with the slide, and 
wherein the slide defmes guides in which the pins are received and guided. 

Claim 20. (currently amended): A combination comprising: 
(a") a ski having a longitudinal axis: and 
fb^ a step-in ski binding including 

(i) a base plate having a lone axis mounted on the ski coincide nt with the longitudinal 
.axis thereof; 

fli)^_housing that projects vcrticallv upward fr om said base nlate: 

(iii) said housing being narrower transverselv than said base plate thereby defining 

lateral spaces extending from the edges of th e base plate to the housing: 

f jy) two pressure spring-loaded retention bolts, each haviM a central axis> mounted in the 

housing and, in repose, extending substantially transversely to the long axis of the sten-in binding 

and hafving shaped en ds projecting out of said housing on opposite sides thereof toward the edges 

ofsaid base Plate: 

fv> the shaped projecting ends of said pressure spring-loaded retention bolts adapted to 
engage in openings fonmed in legs of an onen b ottom, inverted U-shaned nortion of a ski boot to 
thereby lock the retention bolts in the ski boot openings: and 



5 

PAGE fifirRCVDAT6f9f200510:49:04 AM [Eastern Da^^^ 



06/89/2085 10:46 305-416-4489 



FKGGBB MIAMI 



PAGE 07/11 



Applicant: H. Koglcr 
Application No.: J 0/683,556 
Bxammen F, Vanaman 

fv}) a releasing mechanism including a slide mounted for relative movement with resnect 
to the base plate coacting with the retention bolts to force them mto the housing removed from 
the oi?emngs of the ski boot so that the ski boot can be lifted verticallvunwardlv off the housing 
and fieed fham the ski binding. 

wherein couoline me mbers couple the rctcntioti bolts with the slide such that actuation of the 
slide mov es the slide relative to the base olate forcing the retention bolts into the housing via the 
coupling members to release a sld boot from the ski binding, 

A oombination aooording to claim 19^ wherein the coupling members are shaped parts that 
engage correspondingly shaped guides in the slide. 

Claim 21 . (previously presented): A combination according to claim 19, wherein a member 
defining an inclined surface is mounted on the base plate; and an obliquely upwardly projecting 
lever, having a hoUow for inserting a ski pole therein for actuation, is mounted to the slide, via a 
hinge; said lever coacting with said member defining an inclined surface for moving the slide 
relative to the base plate. 

Claim 22. (currently amended): A combination according to claim 2Q [[ 19}], wherein the 
ski binding has a seal formed by a peripheral rib defined by the base plate received in a 
corresponding groove defined by the housing. 

Claim 23-26. (canceled) 
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